
Beauty and the Beholder
Communicating the Sublime in Astrophotography
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Elements of Images

*Noise and Artifacts



Previsualization "There is nothing worse than a sharp image of a 
fuzzy concept."

-Ansel Adams

“How do you know what to do next?”
-workshop participant



Degrees of 
Freedom (Bit 

Depth)

• There is more information recorded in the 
image (data) than can be displayed on the 
screen (or printed) in any one rendering of the 
object.

• The astrophotographer chooses the amount of:

oBrightness

oColor balance

oColor Saturation

oContrast

o Sky brightness (black level)

oNoise/Artifact Suppression
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https://vimeo.com/71117055

Artifacts

https://vimeo.com/71117055


Artifacts



Deconstructed
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Color in the Balance

M8





IC 5070









The story being 
told. 

NGC 7331
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Now the Useful Stuff
Star De-Emphasis
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NGC 2185


